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21. Beyond these places. in a bay at the foot of the left side of this 
gulf. there is a place by the shore called Muza: a market-town estab- 
lished by law. distant altogether from Berenice for those sailing south- 
ward. about twelve thousand $stadia. And the whole place is crowded 
with Arab shipowners and seafaring men. and is busy with the affairs 
of commerce; for they carry on a trade with the far-side coast and with 


Barygaza. sending their own ships there. 


22. Three days inland from this port there is a city called Saua. in 
the midst of the region called Mapharities; and there is a vessal-chief 


named Cholæbus who lives in that city. 


23. And after nine days more there is Saphar. the metropolis. in which 
lives Charibael. lawful king of two tribes. the Homerites and those liv- 
ing next to them. called the Sabaites; through continual embassies and 


gifts. he is a friend of the Emperors. 


24. The market-town of Muza is without a harbor. but has a good 
roadstead and anchorage because of the sandy bottom thereabouts. 
where the anchors hold safely. The merchandise imported there consists 
of purple cloths. both fine and coarse; clothing in the Arabian Style. with 
sleeves; plain. ordinary. embroidered. or interwoven with gold; saffron 
sweet rush. muslins. cloaks. blankets (not many). some plain and others 
made in the local fashion; sashes of different colors. fragrant ointments 
in moderate quantity. wine and wheat. not much. For the country pro- 
duces grain in moderate amount. and a great deal of wine. And to the 


king and the Chief are given horses and sumpter-mules. vessels of gold 
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and polished silver. finely woven clothing and copper vessels. There are 
exported from the same place the things produced in the country: select- 
ed myrrh. and the Gebanite-Minæan $tacte. alabaster and all the things 
already mentioned from Avalites and the far-side coast. The voyage to 
this place is made best about the month of September. that is Thoth; but 


there is nothing to prevent it even earlier. 


25. After sailing beyond this place about three hundred stadia. the 
coast of Arabia and the Berber country about the Avalitic gulf now com- 
ing close together. there is a channel. not long in extent. which forces 
the sea together and shuts it into a narrow strait. the passage through 
which. sixty Stadia in length. the island Diodorus divides. Therefore the 
course through it is beset with rushing currents and with strong winds 
blowing down from the adjacent ridge of mountains. Directly on this 
strait by the shore there is a village of Arabs. subject to the same chief. 
called Ocelis; which is not so much a market-town as it is an anchorage 


and watering-place and the first landing for those sailing into the gulf. 


26. Beyond Ocelis. the sea widening again toward the east and soon 
giving a view of the open ocean. after about twelve hundred Stadia there 
is Eudæmon Arabia a village by the shore. also of the Kingdom of 
Charibael. and having convenient anchorages. and watering-places. 
sweeter and better than those at Ocelis; it lies at the entrance of a bay. 
and the land recedes from it. It was called Eudæmon. because in the 
early days of the city when the voyage was not yet made from India to 
Egypt. and when they did not dare to sail from Egypt to the ports across 
this ocean. but all came together at this place. it received the cargoes 


from both countries. just as Alexandria now receives the things brought 


A 


05 pull SUS9 Le yI Sul gôÜac "4 
both from abroad and from Egypt. But not long before our own time 
Charibael destroyed the place. 

27. After Eudæmon Arabia there is a continuous length of coast and a 
bay extending two thousand $tadia ormore. along which there are Nomads 
and Fish-Eaters living in villages! just beyond the cape projecting from 
this bay there is another market-town by the shore. Cana, ofthe Kingdom 
of Eleazus. the Frankincense Countryl and facing it there are two desert 
islands. one called Island of Birds. the other Dome Island. one hundred 
and twenty Stadia from Cana. Inland from this place lies the metropolis 
Sabbatha. in which the King lives. All the frankincense produced in the 
country is brought by camels to that place to be Stored and to Cana on 
rafts held up by inflated skins afterthe manner ofthe country. and in boats. 
And this place has a trade also with the far-side ports. with Barygaza and 


Scythia and Ommana and the neighboring coast of Persia. 
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Susanne Dahlgren studied anthropology in the University of Edinburgh, the Lon- (1) 
don School- of Economics and Political Science (LSE) and University of Helsin- 
ki. Her book Contesting Realities. The Public Sphere and Morality in Southern 
Yemen was published in 2010 by Syracuse University Press. She has acted as a re- 
search fellow at the Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies, and with the Acad- 
emy of Finland. Before her current appointment as Senior Lecturer in University 
of Tampere she acted as a Visiting Research Associate Professor in the National 
University of Singapore. She has written numerous articles on ethnography of 
law and urban space and co-edited the volume Moral Ambiguities for the journal 
Contemporary Islam (with Samuli Schielke) and two volumes to journal Hawwa 
on Middle Eastern family studies. Her current research project Different Roads 
to Modernity: Politics of Islam and Post-Socialism in the Arabian Peninsula will 
lead to her second monograph. Her recent articles on Yemeni and South Yemeni 
politics are published in Arabia Incognita: Dispatches from Yemen and the Gulf, 
ed. Sheila Carapico (Charlottesville VA: Just World Books). 
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inburgh. the London School- of Economics and Political Science 
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The Public Sphere and Morality in Southern Yemen was published in 
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